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Abstract
Fungi specimens were collected from Balikesir province between 1998 and 2000.

Russula queletii Fr. identified among these specimens has been recorded for the first time
in Turkey. This species has been described and illustrated. A complete list of species of
Russula reported by scientists since the beginning of macrofungal studies in Turkey has

been given.
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Tirkiye'nin Russula Tiirleri ve Yeni Bir Kayd1

Ozet

Mantar 6rnekleri 1998 ve 2000 yillar1 arasinda Balikesir {linden toplanmistir. Bu
ornekler arasindan teshis edilen Russula queletii Fr. Tiirkiye'de ilk defa kaydedilmigtir. Bu
tiir tammlanmig ve resmedilmistir. Tiirkiye'de makrofungal ¢aligmalarin baglangicindan
bu yana bilim adamlar tarafindan rapor edilen Russula tiirlerinin listesi verilmigtir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Russula, Tiirkiye makromikotast.

INTRODUCTION

Climate and vegetation in Turkey, especially in
Western, Northern and Southern regions is suitable
for wild mushrooms to grow. The vegetations of the
regions show a great variation and complexity. They
range from coniferous to broad leaves tree forests.
Black Sea region is rainy throughout the year.
Aegean and Mediterranean regions have a mild and
rainy climate in coastal parts and cooler in the inner
parts of the regions.

The dominant vegetation of Balikesir province
reflects typical characteristics of Mediterranean
plant community and climate. In addition, Pinus sp.
and Quercus sp. trees are very common in the region.
Since climatic and vegetational characteristics of the
region are suitable, it has a rich macromycota
population.

The studies carried out on macrofungi species
between 1932 and 2004 have been examined. As a
result of this review, approximately 1400
macrofungus species have been documented in
Turkey (The Turkish Macrofungi Data Base has
been formed). 67 Russula species out of 1400
macrofungi species have been reported (Table 1).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The specimens were collected during field trips
in Balikesir province between 1998 and 2000. The
morphological and ecological characteristics of the
specimens were recorded and photographed in their
natural habitats, and then, brought to the laboratory.
Their spore prints were taken and spores were
photographed. Specimens dried in place have not
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direct sunlight were numbered and placed in sealed
bags. In addition, they were put into a deep freeze
for a week against internal and external parasite
attacks (Giicin 1987).

The specimens were identified by examining
their macroscopic and microscopic characteristics
and comparing them wih the results of previous
studies (Marchand 1973, Moser 1983). All
specimens collected have been kept into the
fungarium of Mugla University.

RESULTS

Macrofungal specimens collected during these
field studies have been identified, and a new record
of macrofungi for Turkey, Russula queletii Fr., has
been determined. Its description, locality and date of
collection, and herbarium number are given below.
The number of Russula species in Turkey has now
reached to 68. These species have been given in
Table 1.

R. queletii Fr.

Cap 50-100 mm, cloudy wine-red, wine purple,
brownish violet, usually fairly dark, damaged often
spotting greenish, margin slightly striate when old,
drying pruinose; Flesh white; Odor pleasant; Taste
very acrid; Gills subdecurrent, cream, subcrowded,;
Stem 50-80 x 15- 20 mm equal or clavate, carmine
to wine red (Figure 1a); Spore print cream to light
yellow; Spores 8.5-10 x 7-8 u, subovoid (Figure 1b);
Basidia large clavate, with 4 sterigmata (Figure 1c);
Cystidium large fusiform (Figure 1d); Habitat
under conifer forest; Distribution Balikesir,
Degirmenbogazi picnic area, 11.11.1998, FY, 917.
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Table 1. References and localities of Russula species of Turkey.
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