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Ahmad ALALI!

Oz

Egitim kurumlarmnin artmasiyla birlikte, “Uluslararas1 Universite
Siralamalari” olarak bilinen nesnel denetim sistemi ortaya ¢ikmistir.
2004 yilindan bu yana {iniversiteleri yillik olarak degerlendiren
Ingiliz egitim kurulusu Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) bu alanda 6ne
¢ikan bir kurumdur. QS degerlendirmesi incelendiginde, kriterlerin
yaklasik %85’inin  Ogretim elemani kalitesine odaklandigi
goriilmektedir. Nitekim hi¢bir egitim programi, Ggreticilerinin
niteliginin Otesine gecemez. Bu calisma, uluslararasi standartlar
(CEFR, ACTFL, NCATE) cercevesinde Tiirkiye’deki ilahiyat
Fakiiltelerinde gorev yapan Arapga dgretim elemanlarinin mesleki
yeterliliginin  gelistirilmesinde yapay zekdnin (YZ) roliinii
aragtirmaktadir.  Arastirma, Arapga Ogretimi igin  gerekli
yeterlilikleri yeniden yapilandirarak pedagojik, teknolojik ve YZ
becerilerini biitiinlestiren ¢agdas ve kapsamli bir 6gretici yetistirme
modeli 6nermekte; bu yolla dijital doniisiim baglamindaki boslugu
doldurmay1 amaglamaktadir. Caligmanin temel hedefi, Ggretim
elemani yeterliliginin mezunlarin dil yeterliligi iizerindeki etkisini
belirlemek ve bu iki degisken arasindaki iliskiyi analiz etmektir.
Veriler, yar1 yapilandirilmis miilakatlar, elestirel literatiir analizi ve
katilimer gézlem olmak iizere {i¢ tamamlayici aragla nitel yontem
kullanilarak toplanmistir. Bulgular, 6gretim eleman yeterliligi ile
Ogrenci performansi arasinda gii¢lii bir pozitif iliski oldugunu ortaya
koymus; Arapga Ogretiminin Kkalitesini artirmak i¢in YZ’nin
Ogretmen yetistirme programlarina entegrasyonunun gerekliligini
vurgulamstir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Uygulamali Dilbilim,
Mesleki Yeterlilikler, Yapay Zeka Yeterliligi, Uluslararasi

Ogreticilik Kalitesi.
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goriilen kaynaklara, aragtirmacinin akademik ve metodolojik takdiri dogrultusunda, kaynakg¢a boliimiinde yer verilmistir.
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Ahmad ALALI?

Abstract

The expansion of educational institutions has led to the rise of an
objective evaluation system known as “International University
Rankings.” Since 2004, the British educational organization
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) has been a leading authority in this
field, conducting annual assessments of universities worldwide. An
examination of the QS evaluation criteria reveals that
approximately 85% emphasize instructor quality, reaffirming the
principle that no educational program can exceed the caliber of its
educators. Within this context, the present study explores the role
of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in enhancing the professional
competence of Arabic language instructors in Theology Faculties in
Turkey, within the framework of international standards (CEFR,
ACTFL, NCATE). The research addresses a gap in the literature by
proposing an updated and integrative instructor development model
that unites pedagogical, technological, and Al competencies to meet
the demands of the digital era. It also reorganizes the essential
competencies for Arabic language instruction and investigates the
relationship between instructor competence and the linguistic
proficiency of graduates. Data were collected through a qualitative
methodology employing three complementary tools: semi-
structured interviews, critical literature analysis, and participant
observation. The findings demonstrate a strong positive correlation
between instructor competence and student achievement,
highlighting the urgent need to integrate Al into teacher preparation
programs to advance the quality of Arabic language education.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Rhetoric, Applied
Linguistics, Professional Competence, Al Competence,
International Teaching Quality.

* It is hereby declared that this study is an original research article. In the course of conducting the research, a large number of
scholarly sources and studies directly or indirectly related to the topic were consulted and reviewed. However, due to the
extensive scope of the relevant literature and the limitations of the article’s length, only the most relevant and methodologically
appropriate sources were included in the reference list, based on the researcher’s academic judgment.
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Structured Abstract

The Arabic language holds a significant position within the Republic of Turkey, receiving
considerable attention from both public and private educational institutions due to its close
connection to Islamic sciences and their primary sources. At the pre-university level, it is a core
subject in Imam Hatip Schools. Furthermore, in 2016, the Ministry of National Education issued
decisions allowing it to be taught as an elective course in other secondary schools. At the
university level, the growing interest in Arabic is evidenced by the proliferation of Faculties of
Theology (ilahiyat) and Islamic Sciences, which increased from 44 faculties in 2012 to 121 in
2025. This growth reflects a recognition of the importance of this specialization, as proficiency
in Arabic is an essential prerequisite for understanding the core subjects of Theology, such as

Tafsir (Quranic Exegesis), Hadith (Prophetic Tradition), and Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence).

However, field studies indicate a noticeable disparity in the linguistic proficiency of graduates
from these faculties. This is attributed to several factors associated with the educational process,
foremost among them being the professional competence of Arabic language instructors, which
constitutes the cornerstone of educational quality and the achievement of desired learning
outcomes. A competent instructor is one who can equip students with the tools for
comprehension and analysis, a capability particularly crucial in the age of technology, scientific
advancement, and the proliferation of Artificial Intelligence (Al) platforms. Al has become
such a critical component of professional competence that this research treats it as an
independent competency, distinct from—yet complementary to—the other professional
competencies an Arabic language instructor must possess. A lack of competence directly

impacts academic achievement and diminishes the value added by the academic institution.

Stemming from this central problem, the current research aims to investigate the role of
professional competencies for Arabic language instructors in Theology Faculties, with a
specific focus on the role of Al competency in enhancing the quality of Arabic language

education. The study concentrates on four key axes:

Familiarity with international quality standards for teachers, such as the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) and the American Council on the Teaching of

Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards, among others, which will be discussed in detail.

The pedagogical qualifications and professional competencies of the Arabic language

instructor, in addition to AI competency.
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The relationship between the instructor’s professional competence and the linguistic

proficiency of graduating students.

Thus, this study examines the role of Al in developing the professional competence of Arabic
language instructors in Theology Faculties in Turkey, in accordance with international teacher
quality standards (CEFR, ACTFL, NCATE). Based on the foregoing, the professional
competencies necessary for teaching Arabic in Theology Faculties have been re-categorized
into new domains within this work. This reorganization aims to make a qualitative contribution
to the preparation and qualification of Arabic language instructors, address the challenges of

the digital age, and foster cultural dialogue among learners.

The significance of this research lies in its proposal of an updated model for training Arabic
instructors-one that integrates pedagogical, technological, and Al competencies within a
comprehensive professional framework. This addresses a gap in the literature, as previous
studies have often focused on traditional aspects without linking them to digital transformation.
The research also sought to determine the impact of instructors' professional competence on the
linguistic proficiency of Theology Faculty graduates and to analyze the relationship between
them, employing a qualitative methodology. Data collection was based on three primary,

complementary tools:

Semi-structured interviews conducted by the researcher with a selection of experienced
academics and administrators in the field of Arabic language instruction in Theology Faculties.
This was done to obtain in-depth information to aid in interpreting the phenomena addressed
by the study. The interviews were conducted thoroughly, with exploratory questions posed as
necessary based on emerging data. Critical analysis of relevant literature and previous studies,
with the aim of utilizing their theoretical frameworks and findings to build a solid knowledge
base supporting the analysis. Participant observation, through the researcher’s involvement in
workshops and training courses dedicated to teaching Arabic to non-native speakers. This
allowed for direct exposure to practical experiences and the documentation of field expertise.

The integration of these three tools added depth to the study and ensured the objectivity and

accuracy of the results.
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